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2.1 INTRODUCTION

Regional transportation planning entities across Arizona, working closely with local
jurisdictions and stakeholders, have partnered with the Arizona Department of
Transportation  (ADOT)  to  develop  a  series  of  Regional  Framework  Studies  that  will
ultimately provide input into a Statewide Transportation Planning Framework.

Four Regional Framework Studies will identify ways to plan for growth by strengthening the
link between land use, community development, and economic patterns; multimodal
transportation for future sustainable mobility; and continuing enhancement of Arizona’s
quality of life. The four Regional Framework Studies are:

Western Arizona Regional Framework Study
Northern Arizona Regional Framework Study
Eastern Arizona Regional Framework Study
Central Arizona Regional Framework Study

The study area for each of the Regional Framework Studies is depicted in Figure 2-1. The
study  area  for  the  Central  Arizona  Regional  Framework  Study  includes  portions  of  Pima,
Pinal, and Gila County.

Figure  2-1  also  identifies  two  framework  studies  that  have  been  or  are  currently  being
developed by the Maricopa Association of Governments (MAG). These are 1) the I-8/I-10
Hidden Valley Transportation Framework Study, and 2) the (recently completed) I-
10/Hassayampa  Valley  Roadway  Framework  Study.  The  project  team  will  also  coordinate
with MAG and the Pima Association of Governments (PAG) in Maricopa and Pinal counties as
they  update  their  established  regional  transportation  plans  (RTP)  and  related  studies  for
integration into the Statewide Transportation Planning Framework.

Each Regional Framework Study will assess transportation needs within its study area and
recommend transportation options for  the years 2030 and 2050.  The Framework Studies
will seek to answer four fundamental questions:

How can transportation investments encourage quality economic growth?
How can we improve the relationship between land use and transportation to achieve
responsible urban growth patterns while following the principles of smart growth and
sustainability?
How  can  we  improve  links  between  population  centers  to  strengthen  the  base  for
economic growth?
How can transportation decisions enhance our quality of life and improve our natural
environment in a way that is fair and equitable for Arizonans?

To the extent possible, the Regional Framework Studies and the Statewide Transportation
Planning Framework will comply with requirements for statewide long-range planning as
defined by Arizona Revised Statutes (ARS) and the federal Safe, Accountable, Flexible,
Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) legislation.

Municipal  planning  areas  (MPAs)  for  cities  and  towns  within  the  Central  Arizona  Regional
Framework Study area are depicted in Figure 2-2. The following cities and towns lie within
the study area:
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City of Apache Junction
City of Coolidge
City of Eloy
Town of Florence (seat of Pinal County)
City of Globe (seat of Gila County)
Town of Hayden
Town of Kearny
Town of Mammoth
Town of Miami
City of Superior
Town of Winkelman

In addition, portions of the planning areas of the following cities and towns are included in
the study area:

Town of Marana
City of Casa Grande
Town of Queen Creek

The majority of land in the study area in western Pinal County is included within a local
jurisdiction MPA, including the communities of Eloy, Coolidge, Florence, Queen Creek and
Apache Junction.

In  contrast,  the  vast  majority  of  land  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  study  area,  which
includes Superior,  Miami,  Globe,  Kearny,  Hayden, Winkelman and Mammoth, is  outside of
MPAs.
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